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	Background 
A Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (PRTR) is an environmental database of potentially harmful releases to air, water and soil. It also includes wastes that are transferred for treatment and disposal from the site of their production. PRTRs are a practical way of implementing the public’s right to know and has proven to be an effective tool for environmental management by providing government, industry, and the public with emissions information. PRTRs have also been identified as a work area in SAICM’s Global Plan of Action becoming a broadly implemented tool worldwide on chemicals and environmental quality management. The Project will initiate the process of designing a national PRTR system and raise awareness among the various stakeholders regarding what a PRTR is, what opportunities it can provide, and the implications and responsibilities it holds for those who will be involved in and affected by its implementation.
In the course of the project, an Awareness Raising Workshop will be organized by the civil society organization to present background information and facilitate discussions on the concept of the PRTR system for Ukraine, its potential benefits and applications, and its relevance to national goals and objectives towards sound chemicals management and environmental quality. 

The participation of relevant civil society groups such as industry representatives, labor unions, environmental and health NGOs, local authorities and representatives of small and medium enterprises (SMEs) in different stages of the project is foreseen. 

Project outcomes

The Project will contribute to Ukraine’s implementation of the UNECE Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convention). The Project implementation is expected to result in a multi-stakeholder process and following the right-to-know approach. It will assist the Ministry of ecology and natural resources and other involved agencies in setting up and operating functioning PRTR systems in line with the 

PRTR Protocol and E-PRTR requirements. In the long run the project initiation will support preparation for the ratification and implementation of the PRTR Protocol by Ukraine. Finally, it will  build awareness and understanding of operators and NGOs about their role and actions, responsibilities  and benefits. 
Outcome 1 - To develop a national strategy for information dissemination and awareness-raising in different sectors, including steps that could be followed to ensure a basic understanding of PRTRs among all stakeholders;
Outcome 2 - To organize and hold an Awareness Raising Workshop to inform and strengthen civil society representatives’ capacities to participate in the design process of a national PRTR. To gain stakeholder endorsement of the national strategy during the national coordinating meeting and the Awareness Raising Workshop;

Outcome 3 - To prepare a national campaign on PRTRs, their benefits to all sectors of society and to raise awareness about the PRTR development process in a country.

 

	Project Deliverables 

A national strategy for information dissemination;

Information materials;

Awareness Raising Workshop report;

Strong civil society participation in PRTR project design, process, including meetings and consultations;

National PRTR campaign report; and Awareness-raising report
Key Expected Results 

Awareness and capacities of the NGOs  will be  increased on requirements of the PRTR 

Protocol and understanding of the roles and responsibilities by authorities, operators and NGOs:
with the help of  Stakeholders workshop and pilot project discussions; 

More transparency will be achieved  in the PRTR development and Protocol implementation due to 

Stakeholder meetings where they will be  informed and involved in discussions on reporting process and cooperation with authorities and among stakeholders; 

The NGOs will receive the opportunity to establish and to be involved in the PRTR working group.  

 

	

	Other projects in this area

· “The Aarhus Convention and youth ecological centers establishment for better capacity development and information dissemination”, implemented by the NGO “Green Laboratory
· “Hazardous waste management in small towns of Ukraine”, implemented by the NGO “Rivne center «Social partnership»


	

	

	


Table 5: Projected expenditures

	Expenditure Category
	Year 1, [USD]
	Year 2, [USD]
	Total, [USD] 
	% Total

	1. Personnel / Labour
	
	
	
	

	2. Equipment / Materials
	
	
	
	

	3. Training / Seminars /  Travel  

    Workshops
	
	
	
	

	4. Contracts
	
	
	
	

	5. Project office
	
	
	
	

	6. Other support requested, including auditing and bank charges
	
	
	
	

	Total Project Cost
	
	
	
	


